12 January 2009

To the Cognos TM1 development team,

Request

I would like to request the ability to share views between non administrator users.  A user should be able to pass a copy of one of their private views to another user. The other user should be able to see it without re-logging but an F5 refresh is acceptable and the view would mostly likely appear as a private view of that user.

Background

Scenarios where the ability for users to share views without making them public would be useful include:

· junior staff creating views to pass on to senior staff for review

· teams working on their section of a cube that is of interest to their team, but not to the community at large

· users finding an issue with their data and wishing to send a view to admin staff to investigate

At present the only ways that user A can share a view with user B is 

· email them an Excel snapshot and user B rebuilds view

· ask an administrator to copy the .vue file in the back end and having user B log out (if necessary) and back in

· temporarily promoting the user to admin status and making the view public to all users

Limitations of public views are

· only administrators can create them

· proliferation of public views makes it very difficult to see which views are actually relevant to an individual user

Future enhancments

For further enhancment, ideally a view would be shared between a group of users selected by the original view creator.  This would mean that any member could update the view and all users would see the revised view.  Access might be controlled by the existing TM1 security groups.  

It would also be useful to be able to share views between only one or two users, rather than the entire security group.  Perhaps this could be achieved by using a control cube that had a list of views as one dimension, a list of users in another dimension, and storing read/write/none for access rights.

Yours sincerely,

Martin Ryan

TM1 Developer

